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REF: SECSTATE 262487 

(U) Classified by Political Officer Joseph Saus, reason 1 5 
(b/d) . 

1. (S) Secretary Powell's letter to Philippine Foreign 
Secretary Bias Ople denying access to Hambali was delivered 

September 15 per reftel . The GRP understands and accepts th e 

US position. | 
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2. (U) Secretary Ople released the following statement the 
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same day. Begin text of DFA Press Release: 
15 September 2003 

Powell to Ople: US To Cooperate With RP On Hambali 
Interrogation; RP-US Counter-Terrorism Partnership Remains 
Strong 

Foreign Affairs Secretary Bias F. Ople today said that the US 
government has formally agreed to the Philippine request to 
have access to information that Riduan Isamuddin, better 
known as Hambali, a senior figure in Al Qaeda and charged in 
the Philippines for the Rizal Day bombing of the LRT, might 
provide . 

The Secretary said that this confirmation was conveyed to him 
through a letter from US Secretary of State Colin Powell 
dated 12 September 2003, which he received today. 

"Immediately after the arrest of Riduan Isamuddin, better 
known as Hambali, I immediately made a formal request to the 
US government for access to Hambali. There are many 
questions that our authorities would like to ask and the US 
has agreed to pose these questions to Hambali, the Secretary 
said. 

He added that in Secretary Powell's letter, the US expressed 
its commitment to cooperate with the Philippines in 
interrogating Hambali. "The US, which is in the process of 
interrogating Hambali and verifying and cross-checking the 
information given by Hambali, has also agreed to provide us 
with any information that would help us in our own fight 
against terrorism as well as information that might help save 
lives in the Philippines," the Secretary said. 

He added that he has asked Philippine justice, security and 
intelligence agencies to prepare a set of questions that they 
would like to ask Hambali. 

" I understand that because Hambali ' s interrogation is 
on-going, and because of the need to conduct his 
interrogation in a carefully controlled environment, direct 
access to Hambali at this time is not possible," the 
Secretary said. 

The Secretary said that in his letter, Secretary Powell also 
reiterated US appreciation for Philippine partnership and 
cooperation in the war against terrorism. 

On the issue of whether the Philippines will ask for Hambali 
to face criminal justices in the Philippines, the Secretary 
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had earlier said "Hambali has been indicted in the December 
2000 Light Rail Transit (LRT) bombing in Manila that killed 
22 people. At the same time, he is facing other similar 
charges in other countries. In matters like this, primary 
jurisdiction is often determined by who has actual possession 
of the suspect. Of course we are interested in subjecting 
him to Philippine justice, but we will wait our turn, if 
necessary. " 

"Our commitment to cooperate with other countries in the war 
against terrorism remains strong. We are determined to work 
together with countries like the US in fighting this 
scourge," the Secretary said. End text of DFA Press Release. 
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